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Afain  we   are   indebted  to   the   State   game  and  conservation  commis- 
sions for  providing  the  data  in  this  summary  of  the   wild  fur  catch 
during  the   I96O-61  trapping  season.      In  some   cases,   estimates  are   the 
best  fipures  available.     Some   States  have  not  been  reporting  a  fur 
catch  in  recent  years    (Arizona,    Georgia,    Illinois,   and  Nevada), 
In  this   suramary,    Connecticut,   Maine,  Kew  Jersey,  Mew  York,   and  Vermont 
have  submitted  limited  reports.      There  is  no  harvest  of  wild  fur 
animals  in  Hawaii. 

The  196O-6I  raw  fur    season  began  vriVa  somewhat  discouraging 
prospects  and  an  oversupply  of  all  types  of  furs  including  mink, 
muskrat,    raccoon,    fox,   and  beaver,      A  strike    in  the    fur   dressers' 
factories   in  December  I96O  had  a  serious  effect  on  all  branches  of 
the    industry.      Snowstorms  and  severely  cold  weather  curtailed  trap- 
ping,  and  retail  sales  were  adversely  affected  by  the  weather. 
However,    as   the    season  advanced,   extreme   cold  stimulated  a   demand 
and  reduced  inventories   of  both  skins  and  manufactured  items.     Retail 
sales  of  furs  amounted  to  $298,c;60,000  in  I960  and  $297,330,000  in 
1961,    as   indicated  by  receipts   of  the   10  percent  federal  excise  tax, 

Europeans  were  active  buyers  during  the  winter  collecting  season 
when  better  assortments  as  well  as  larger  quantities  of  skins  were 
Available,  'Ihe  season  ended  with  country  raw  fur  collectors  being 
able  to  make  fair  profits  on  raw  fur  collections  and  fewer  furs  were 
carried  into  sur.mer.  The  trirjiiing  business  showed  an  increase  and 
more  diversified  selection  of  furs.  To  v;arrant  being  featured  for 
trimming,   a  large,   reliable   supply  of   the   fur   pelt  m.ust  be   available. 

In  1961  three   officers   of   Gabana-Mutria,    Inc.,   were   convicted 
for  m.ail  fraud  in  connection  with  their   promotional   scheme   of  ranch- 
raised  nutria.      It  was   reported  t,;at  about  3j500  persons   had  invested 
as  much  as  ^li,000  apiece   in  nutria   ventures. 
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WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1960-61 


STATE 


Badger 


Bassarisk 
(Ringtail  Cat 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Coyote 


Fisher 


Fox 


Blue  & 

WAte 


Gray,   Red, 
Cross  &  Silver 


Fur  Seal 


Alabama. . . 
Alaska. . . . 
Pribilof  Isls 
Arizona  1/ 
Arkansas. . 


California 
Colorado. . 
Connecticut  l/ 
Delaware. . 
Florida.. . 


Georgia  l/. . 
Idaho . . .  7. . . 
Illinois  l/. 

Indiana 

Iowa 


Kansas. . . . 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine  l/. . 
Maryland. . 


Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. . . . 
Mississippi. . 
Missouri 


iv'.ontana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  1/. . . . 
!Jew  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  1/ 


New  Mexico. 
New  York  l/ 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 


Oklahoma. . . . 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Island 
South  Carolina 


South  Dakota 
Tennessee  . . 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  l/. . 


Virginia. . 
Washington 
IVest  Virginia 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. . . 


6/ 


8/. 


TOTAL. 


12 
3^ 


103 

10 
162 

299 


A30 
707 


379 
555 


38 


586 
4 

A9 


3,000 
117 

U 

NOS 
15 


6,518 


lU 
3 


19 


65,158 


718 
25,000 


230 

2,002 
9/     6,446 
103 


7,025 

200 
4,519 

3,674 
33 

8,147 


765 

16,471 

21,496 

1,685 

5,091 

23,800 
12,791 

4,376 
153 

1,212 


5,284 
140 

95 

12,987 

6,192 

15 

2,500 

58 

5,167 
3,547 

231 

-KS10,038 

293 

11,142 

1,191 


a:, 


65,297 


93 

304 
1,116 


450 


1,173 


466 

4 

39 


502 

126 

23 

1,657 
59 

14 


367 

80 
64 


12 
1,143 


400 

6 

66 


3 

1,427 

8 

869 


130 
1,040 


156 

2 

97 

501 


934 

26 

234 


100 


151 


65 
530 


650 


241 

3,673 
18 


511 


20 


327 


ICS 
NOS 


2,100 


3/ 

4/ 


26 
700 


924 

187 
83 


500 


80 

2,300 
7,184 

831 
864 
165 


177 

26 
5,000 

761 
2,864 

439 


76 


243 

796 

12,686 

4,041 

77 

91 

2,822 


310 

3,000 

321 

1,558 


568 

90 

56,917 
25 


2/     95,974 


204,821 


10,477 


8,553 


858 


2,100 


107,172 


95,974 


NOS  -  No  open  season. 

1/  The  following  States  are  unable  to  give  fur-catch  data:  Arizona,  Georgia,  Illinois,  and  Nevada.   Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  and  Vermont  report  beaver  only;  Maine,  beaver  and  fisher;  and  New  York,  fisher  and  otter. 

2/  Pribilof  Islands  ;  Official  take  of  fur  seals  calendar  year  1961. 

3/  Michigan:  29,241  fox  bountied;  an  estimate  of  5,000  pelts  sold. 

4/  Minnesota:  21,419  fox  bountied;  no  estimate  of  number  pelted. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1960-61 


STATE 


Marten 


Mink 


Muskrat 


Nutria 


Opossum 


Otter 


Raccoon 


Skunk  & 
Civet  Cat 


Weasel 


Timber 
V-'olf 


Wolverine 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Isl 
Arizona  l/. . 
Arkansas7. . . 

California. . 
Colorado. ... 
Connecticut  '. 
Delaware. . . . 
Florida 


Georgia  l/. . 
Idaho.  ..7. .. 
Illinois  l/- 

Indiana 

Iowa 


Kansas. . . . 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine  l/. . 
Maryland. . 


Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. . . . 
Mississippi. . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  l/. . . . 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  1/ 


New  Mexico. 
New  York  1/ 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. 
Rhode  Island. 
South  Carolina 


South  Dakota 
Tennessee. . . 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  l/. . 


Virginia. . 
Washington 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. . . 


TOTAL. 


8/ 


5,000 


38 


550 


398 


90 


a4 


NOS 


6,490 


3,426 
30, 000 


13,764 

1,462 
45 

*"*25 
123 


2,592 

10,200 
10,033 

2,740 
13,524 
32,272 

204 

836 
14,250 
44,978 
11,788 
10,0L4 

8,691 
8,796 

1,122 


13,230 
7,304 


934 

2,576 

7,015 

3';5 

400 

1,500 

3,562 

6,554 

536 


2,782 

3,902 

930 

15,850 

23 


3,788 

91,000 


23,280 

5/  47,303 
19,847 

26,000 


70,927 

235,700 
144,119 

38,700 
106,556 
961,287 


152, 597 

68,796 

320,010 

151,095 

7,076 

86,282 

31,112 
111,4^6 

8,753 


3,808 

184,647 
7/  476 
~  491,777 

944 

37,492 

380,765 

5,205 

2,200 

4,500 
56,745 
28,389 


297,216 


143,318 
30,406 
16,971 

328,000 
21 


10 


716,435 


384 


36 


•547 


13,402 


92 


4,421,338 


730,912 


616 


24,364 
217 


300 
750 


12,400 
1,701 

11,865 

8,889 

11,450 

482 

3,000 

4,106 
27,162 

2,569 


8,999 
20,420 

7,573 

110 

7,889 

800 


9,697 
U,975 


5,100 

329 

1,225 


186,988 


296 
3,500 


62 

90 
NOS 


40 
1,450 


73 


3,602 

150 

92 
923 
428 
126 


59 


167 


387 
1,130 


350 


9 

400 


149 

NOS 


432 
595 


842 
1 


15,353 


4,464 


56,028 

1,342 
341 

1,500 
6,194 


632 

79,900 
45,279 

43,309 
16,673 
65,588 

5,023 

2,516 

209,600 

20,255 

19,835 

141,106 

1,617 
20,218 

4,146 


317 

40,301 

6,325 

159,904 

6,526 

2,166 

47,639 

289 

3,500 

1,000 
10,328 
52,440 


13,551 
2,016 
7,815 

16 


1,099,699 


32 


2,527 

729 
239 


225 

950 
3,519 

4,757 

1,042 

388 

191 

14 

1,770 

6,650 

192 

4,486 

2,606 
4,087 

11 


288 

245 
1,445 
2,930 

1,826 

298 

2,443 

112 


100 
1,048 
3,007 


6,201 
507 
650 


55,515 


2 
1,700 


23 

5 
62 


75 


575 

400 
183 

21 
262 


72 

107 

5,040 

8,554 

43 

51 

923 
92 

56 


222 

881 

1,976 


69 

1,660 

42 


300 

67 

3 


183 
300 
121 


24,070 


720 


NOS 


828 


292 


NOS 


300 


5/  California:  Catch  of  muskrat  includes  655  sandrats. 

6/  New  Hampshire:  Calendar  year  1961. 

7/  North  Dakota:  Mostly  closed  on  muskrat. 

8/  West  Virginia:  Furs  purchased  by  State  licensed  fur  dealers  from  trappers;  furs  sold  to  dealers  out  of 
State  not  included.  293  beavers  were  sealed  by  the  State. 

9/  Colorado:  3,172  beaver  trapped  by  State.  Washington:  10,038  beaver  trapped  by  State. 


The  Department  of  the  Interior^  created  in  l8i;9,  is 
our  Nation's  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  concerned 
with  management,  conservation,  and  development  of  water, 
wildlife,  mineral,  forest,  and  park  and  recreational  re- 
sources. It  also  has  major  responsibilities  for  Indian 
and  Territorial  affairs. 

As  America's  principal  conservation  agency,  the 
Department  works  to  assure  that  nonrenewable  resources 
are  developed  and  used  wisely,  that  park  and  recrea- 
tional resources  are  conserved  for  the  future,  and  that 
renewable  resources  make  their  full  contribution  to  the 
progress,  prosperity,  and  security  of  the  United  States, 
now  and  in  the  future. 
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Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
Daniel  H,  Janzen,  Director 


10803 


